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ivers State is at the crossroads and needs an urgent fix Rto keep it going. The forthcoming governorship 
election in the State will be most consequential. 
Competence, character and capacity to generate bright 
and bold ideas not tied to the mistakes of the past will be 
on the ballot. The State has reached a point when business 
acumen and strategic leadership skills should be brought 
to the table to transform it into a formidable economic 
powerhouse for the benefit of us all.

There is so much disaffection in the land due to serious 
leadership flaws. Only humane and transformational 
leadership, such as we are offering, will unite us, re-instill 
sanity in governance and bring prosperity to the people. 
We believe we have the capacity to inspire confidence and 
rekindle patriotism in the populace. With your invaluable 
democratic mandate, Rivers State will once again be a 
beacon of hope to the multitude of disillusioned citizens. 
That is why we pledge ourselves to serve you.

It is therefore with profound humility and a deep sense of 
duty and purpose that we enter into a covenant with you as 
contained in this MANIFESTO of good governance for the 
redemption of Rivers State and restoration of the dignity of 
our people

Cole-BarikorIntroduction
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About Us

y name is Tonye Patrick Cole, mni. I am, by the grace of God, Mthe governorship flag bearer of the APC in Rivers State. I hail 
from the coastal city of Abonnema in Akuku-Toru Local Government 
Area. An Architect, businessman, philanthropist, and nation-builder 
with a passion for good governance, I am an alumnus of the University 
of Lagos, Harvard Business School, National Institute of Policy and 
Strategic Studies, Kuru, and the Blavatnik School of Government, 
Oxford, where I was conferred with the Fellowship of its 
Transformational Leadership Program.

I am a Co-Founder and former Group Executive Director of Sahara 
Group, an energy conglomerate with operations spanning the entire 
energy chain in Nigeria and overseas. I was directly responsible for 
building the Group’s global expansion and upholding her corporate 
governance principles, maintaining her status with global institutions 
such as the World Economic Forum (WEF) where I was a key member 
of Pact Against Corruption Initiative (PACI); the United Nations where I 
was a pioneer member of the Advisory Board of the Private Sector 
Advisory Group for UNDP Sustainable Development Group Fund 
(SDG-F); The African Philanthropy Forum; chairman of ENACTUS 
Nigeria; among others. 

I inspire and positively impact youths through my NGO, Nehemiah 
Youth Empowerment Initiative, and work closely with several 
foundations in Nigeria, including the Down Syndrome Foundation, 
Slum-2-School Foundation, the Compassionate Centre and other 
orphanages. Backhome, I have served the Rivers State Government as 
Honorary Senior Adviser on Energy as well as Chairman of the Greater 
Port Harcourt City Development Authority whose vision is to 
transform the Greater Port Harcourt area into a world class city. 
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About Us
At the national level, I have served in various capacities as Member 
Governing Council, Nigerian Chamber of Shipping; Member, 
Nigerian Development Forum; Member, National Committee on 
Job Creation and Chairman, Presidential Council Sustainable 
Development Goals. I was also a key member of the Advisory 
Board, The Nigeria Blueprint: Imagine the Future 2021, a blueprint 
that positions Nigeria for an imagined future of greatness, chaired 
by Vice President HE Prof. Yemi Osinbajo SAN, GCFR.

r. Innocent Barikor, is the deputy governorship candidate Dand my running mate. An academic and Development 
Consultant, he is an alumnus of University of Port Harcourt where 
he obtained a doctoral degree in Political Science with emphasis 
on Development Studies. He was a lecturer in the Department of 
Political Science and Administration of the same institution. In 
recognition of his expertise work on sustainable development he 
was appointed the Rivers State Coordinator of the National Poverty 
Eradication Program (NAPEP) and subsequently a became a 
member of the Rivers State House Assembly representing Gokana 
Constituency. As a Development Consultant, Innocent has worked 
for several organizations, including the Rivers State Sustainable 
Development Agency (RSSDA), where he consulted on the 
Agency’s Cassava Project. He was the Rivers State Chairman, State 
Selection Committee (SSC) of the Special Public Works (SPW) 
Program, an initiative of the Buhari administration to alleviate the 
economic effects of the coronavirus pandemic on Nigerians, 
through cash handouts paid directly to citizens by the Central Bank 
of Nigeria. 
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 State endowed with great human and material resources, Awith enormous opportunities for investment and wealth 
creation to generate economic growth and provide jobs for the 
teeming unemployed people.

A State having critical infrastructure evenly distributed among 
the various communities in the State to drive economic 
development and improve the quality of life of all residents living 
in peace and harmony.

A State where even the most economically disadvantaged 
residents, whether in the urban or rural areas, enjoy a minimum 
standard of living with access to basic needs like food, water, 
shelter and medicare.

A State where residents have the freedom to pursue their 
legitimate interests in safety and security under the rule of law 
aided by an independent judiciary.

Our vision is founded on the following good governance 
principles: 
a. We will ensure citizen participation in policy-making, create 

feedback mechanism to enable us feel the pulse of the 
people and make ourselves and our appointees accessible 
to the people. 

b. We will promote inclusiveness and integration, engender 
trust and confidence and foster unity and peaceful 

Our Vision & Good 
Governance Principles
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Cole-BarikorOur Vision & Good 
Governance Principles
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coexistence of all residents of the State, irrespective of 
ethnicity, religion, creed, culture or political party.

c. We will serve with humility, integrity, discipline, 
transparency, accountability, equity and justice. 

d. We will create wealth and boost the IGR of the State by 
diversifying the economy, establishing a dependable 
revenue database, eliminating all sources of revenue 
leakages and ensuring responsible collection mechanism.

e. We will seriously address the cankerworm of corruption in 
the public sector by supporting and empowering anti-
corruption agencies to investigate such crimes and 
prosecute offenders with a view to curbing this menace. 

f. We will prioritize spending, ensure proper debt 
management and minimize waste, while pursuing 
economic policies that will bring long-term benefits.

g. We will ensure fairness and equity in the distribution of 
projects and benefits of all kinds to reflect the dynamism 
and diversity of the State.

h. We will ensure that projects and interventions to be 
undertaken by our government connect to the people 
emotionally and are based on the actual needs of the 
people. 



Cole-BarikorOur Vision & Good 
Governance Principles

I. We will review all abandoned government projects with a 
view to completing or rehabilitating them and putting them 
into functional use for the benefit of the people. 

j. We will support and deepen the capacity of Local 
Governments to be responsive to the needs and aspirations 
of the people and communities under their government.

k. We will recognize and respect traditional and religious 
institutions as veritable partners in achieving good 
governance and peace in our communities.

l. We will tap the invaluable resource of women and the youth 
as key participants in our government and engage them in 
critical areas of leadership and decision-making.

m. We will focus our attention and energy on providing good 
governance rather than engaging in politics of bitterness 
and vengefulness.

n. We will design a strategic framework for effective 
management of flooding and other types of natural disaster.

o. We commit to non-discriminatory policies regarding non-
indigenes, particularly on matters such as employment, 
education, business activities and political participation.

p. Our sectoral policies are designed to alleviate poverty and 
bring peace and prosperity to residents of the State, in 
consonance with the United Nation’s Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). 
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Peace & Security

Knowing that good governance is a deterrent to 
crime, our administration commits to meeting the 
needs and expectations of Rivers people in order to 
reduce crime. 

We will apply resources to provide sound training 
and state-of-the-art equipment to support the 
Nigeria Police and other security agencies to 
combat crime and ensure law and order.

We will hold regular stakeholder engagements with 
security agencies, local governments, community 
leaders and youth groups to map out strategies for 
intelligence sharing to enable us fight crime.

We will regularly carry out contextual analysis of 
prevailing security situation in the various LGAs and 
develop programmes targeted at empowering 
youths and promoting peace and security. 

We will introduce the concept of “Do no harm to 
your neighbour” and propagate it through the 
media, as a moral obligation to promote a spirit of 
comradeship and social responsibility among the 
youth. 

1
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Peace & Security
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We will provide street lights on our roads and streets 
and deploy CCTVs in strategic locations of major cities 
for information collection and analysis on criminal 
activities.

Drones will be deployed for surveillance at security 
flashpoints in the State.

Being a State with extensive coastlines and large 
bodies of water where a lot of economic activities and 
crimes like sea piracy take place, we will collaborate 
with the Nigerian Navy to ensure security along our 
waterways.

We will strengthen legal measures to ensure speedy 
prosecution and punishment of offenders as well as 
guarantee, respect, protect and promote human and 
legal rights so as to institutionalize a culture of 
discipline among residents of the State.

We will promote the importance of cooperation, 
dialogue and negotiation in the resolution of conflict.
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Our administration will build a post-oil economy through 

diversification towards a broader range of sectors and 

markets, while leveraging on industrialization and 

expanding our manufacturing capabilities.

We will organize business forums and institute quarterly 

round-table discussions with various segments of the 

business and investment community on matters 

concerning wealth creation in the State.

We will partner with the Port Harcourt Chamber of 

Commerce, Industry, Mines and Agriculture (PHCCIMA) to 

create clusters of industries and companies that will 

generate economic development and growth in the 

State.

We will stimulate economic activities and create wealth in 

the hinterlands through rural electrification programmes.

We will be private-sector driven in our quest to create 

wealth and jobs in the State. Thus, we will ensure that all 

legal requirements and processes regarding private-

sector investment in the State are harmonized and well 

defined, with feedback mechanisms, to facilitate business 

decision-making and take-off. 

Industrialization, 
Wealth & Job Creation
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Industrialization, 
Wealth & Job Creation

We will invest massively in industrialization through 

public-private partnerships in the areas of production 

and manufacturing and set up an Industrial Hub in 

emerging towns in the State.

We will set up industrial clusters across the State.

We will grant tax holidays to new investors to 

encourage economic activity and faster growth.

We will ensure that micro, Small and Medium 

Enterprises have access to credit through the State-

owned Rivers State Micro-Finance Agency (RIMA). 
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The rate of unemployment in Rivers State is the highest in 

Nigeria (vide National Bureau of Statistics 2020 data). Hence 

our administration will wage war against unemployment 

which has resulted in excruciating poverty in most parts of the 

State.

We will immediately begin “Conditional Cash Transfer” to the 

most vulnerable citizens as a poverty alleviation strategy.

We will bridge the unemployment gap though skills 

acquisition by creating a Vocational and Skills Training Agency 

(RIVSTA), under the Rivers State Ministry of Education, with 

satellite offices in the three senatorial zones, to enable our 

youths acquire necessary skills to make them employable or 

self-employed.

RIVSTA will coordinate free training of 10,0000 youths in 

different vocations and an additional 10,000 youths 

specifically in ICT, for the first four years of our administration.

We will strengthen the Rivers State Micro-Finance Agency 

(RIMA) with sufficient funds to support Micro, Small and 

Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) in the form of soft loans to grow 

businesses and generate employment. Indeed many young 

Rivers men and women with viable business ideas will succeed 

as entrepreneurs if supported financially by the government. 

Employment, Entrepreneurship & 
Youth Engagement
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Employment, Entrepreneurship & 
Youth Engagement
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We will fill vacancies created by the many retirements that 

have occurred over the years in the State’s public sector, to 

create jobs.

We will create the right environment for entrepreneurial 

development among Rivers youths, leveraging on the 

enormous opportunities in the informal sector.

We will encourage youth entrepreneurship by developing 

mentorship programmesto support upcoming 

entrepreneurs in sectors with potential for job creation.

We will enhance opportunities for youth entrepreneurship 

in the rural economy and support initiatives to promote 

access to land, markets and value-chain integration. 

We will stimulate youth interest in agriculture by providing 

special incentives such as credit facilities, farm inputs, 

modern equipment and information.

We will provide enabling environment for the emergence 

of private-sector youth-driven initiatives in the 

transportation sector, building construction and 

beautification of the environment. 

11
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Employment, Entrepreneurship & 
Youth Engagement

We will promote long-and short-term skills development in 

sectors with potential for job creation in the extractive 

industry (e.g. welding, fabrication, etc.).

We will promote digital economy by establishing an IT Hub 

where our youths will learn skills that will enable them to be 

self-employed.

We will set up clusters of IT facilities to exploit new 

opportunities arising from the laying of the Main-One fibre 

optics underground cable network to improve internet 

access. This will provide IT training and self-employment for 

our youths and drive business in the State.

Our administration will be youth-focused and will 

encourage and support youth participation in programmes 

that promote leadership, security and entertainment, as a 

strategy for engaging their minds in meaningful social and 

economic ventures.
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Education
Our administration will declare a state of emergency to 

put education service delivery and human capital 

development back to the front burner and will increase 

education funding to achieve a knowledge-driven 

economy for the State. 

We will make education at State-owned primary and 

secondary schools free and initiate a pilot programme  

for free feeding for pupils of State-owned primary 

schools, to encourage enrolment. 

We will design a curriculum that will not only enable 

learners' high performance in examinations but will 

more significantly produce assertive, expressive, 

confident, critical and innovative thinkers capable of 

driving development in a 21st century economy.

We will design a deliberate policy to pursue the teaching 

and learning of mathematics and the sciences in the 

State. 

 

Cole-Barikor
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Education

We will provide incentives for teachers of science-based 

subjects and those posted to areas with difficult terrains 

in the State.

We will award scholarships to deserving young men and 

women to study specific courses in local and foreign 

institutions; and we will undertake an audit review of 

scholarships previously awarded by the Rivers State 

Sustainable Development Agency, Scholarship Board 

and the Ministry of Education.

We will make bursary payments to support students of 

tertiary institutions, including the Nigerian Law School.

We will upgrade the Ignatius Ajuru University of 

Education to deliver world class teacher training. 
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Education

We will strengthen quality assurance in the education 

system to ensure positive learning outcomes, through 

proper inspection, supervision and monitoring of both 

public and private schools in the State.

We will strengthen infrastructure development in State-

owned tertiary institutions, pay subventions to those 

institutions and grant them financial autonomy to 

explore new ideas of generating revenue to improve 

infrastructure, deploy necessary equipment, invest in 

Research and Development and recruit academic staff 

to meet regulatory standards. 

We will build and equip new schools in educationally 

under-served communities and conduct an 

infrastructure audit of all State-owned schools in the 

State, especially those built by previous administrations 

but not put into use, in order to determine their level of 

decay and requirements for renovation, rehabilitation 

and re-equipment.
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Education

We will set up free WIFI Centers in all our tertiary 

institutions where the matriculation numbers of 

students will be used to access passwords while on 

campus.

We will revamp and re-energize all State-owned 

Technical and Vocational Schools in the State with state-

of-the-art equipment and workshops; make academic 

and career progression of their graduates to be at par 

with their counterparts in the conventional secondary 

schools; and license and accredit private technical and 

vocational training centers as equal and legitimate 

partners for effective delivery of  Technical and 

Vocational Education.

We will implement the Rivers State UBE (Amendment) 

Law, 2012, which created Schools Management 

Committees in State-owned primary and junior 

secondary schools and appoint competent persons to 

manage and oversee the running of the schools. 
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Health
Our administration will institute a comprehensive 
Rivers State Health insurance scheme in line with best 
practices and align it with the National Health Policy.

We will put in place a holistic Action Plan on health 
with emphasis not just on construction of Hospitals 
and Health Centresbut also on effective feedback 
processes that will enable us identify the peculiar 
health challenges of communities across Rivers State.

We will place high premium on promotion, training 
and general welfare of healthcare professionals.

We will renovate health centres, clinical and non-
clinical facilities and staff residences.

We will carry out an audit of health infrastructure for 
purposes of renovation, re-equipment and 
rehabilitation.

We will constitute local health facilities governing 
boards to carry out oversight functions of local health 
facilities. 
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Health
We will build and equip new hospitals and health 
centresin communities underserved in healthcare.

We will employ qualified health professionals to 
provide healthcare services.

We will make it compulsory for Local Government 
Councils to participate more actively in Primary 
Healthcare delivery services.

We will introduce free medical care for children from 
birth to age six; for pregnant women; and for senior 
citizens from seventy years onwards.

We will ensure monitoring and evaluation of private 
healthcare providers. 

7
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Agriculture & Food Security
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Agriculture will be the main strategic focus for 

revamping and diversifying the State's economy. 

We will prioritize investment in agriculture by creating a 

unit under the Ministry of Agriculture to serve as a "One 

Stop Shop" for agriculture-related private-sector 

investments.

We will encourage small-scale farming in the informal 

sector and support them with extension services like 

seeds, fertilizers, pesticides, machinery and first-level 

processing.

We will set up a Strategic Emergency Response Plan to 

tackle flooding in coastal communities, including 

financial assistance to affected farmers and fishermen.

We will take action to ensure construction of Silos for 

storage of farm produce during or in anticipation of 

flooding.
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Agriculture & Food Security
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We will partner with Local Government Councils to 

initiate Agriculture and Food Exhibitions/Fairs 

periodically across all Local Government Areas of Rivers 

State.

We will create micro-credit schemes, through 

cooperative clusters, to support agricultural enterprise.

We will carry out Geographic Information System (GIS) 

mapping to identify the agricultural potentials of the 

various communities in the State so as to determine the 

types of crops that can be encouraged through 

expansive farming in a particular area.

We will collaborate with research institutes to obtain 

improved seedlings and fingerlings for multiplication in 

the State.

We will fund the development of any invention of 

agricultural tools and equipment by indigenes of the 

State. 
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Public Infrastructure 

We will rapidly deploy infrastructure to create jobs, make 

our people live in reasonable comfort and to catapult our 

State into a most desirable investment destination. 

We will invest massively in building good roads with 

drainage and l ighting;  cutt ing-edge public 

transportation system; water generation, storage and 

distribution; and digital super-highway to connect the 

entire State to the global market via high-speed 

broadband connectivity. 

We will invest massively in projects that connect 

emotionally to Rivers people, especially in the rural areas 

(like decent toilets, water, landing jetties, etc.), in order to 

improve the quality of their lives and restore their dignity. 

This will be done in collaboration with Local Government 

Councils and the NDDC to bridge the serious 

infrastructure gap in those areas. 
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Public Infrastructure 

We will implement our infrastructure programs using 

suitable regulatory frameworks and financing models 

that combine funding from within and without the 

State.

Our infrastructure projects will seek to link 

communities and create interdependent symbiotic 

economic relationships between communities.

We will build a network of roads to connect the 

different communities of the State, including bridges to 

link upland areas to the riverine communities. This will 

increase accessibility and decrease urban migration, 

while also boosting commerce among the 

communities, promoting inter-communal cooperation 

and facilitating social integration. 
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Energy, Natural Resources 
& Environment

Our Administration will provide the needed direction and 

leadership to ensure that the rights of oil producing 

communities under the Petroleum Industry Act is better 

protected and enhanced.

We will engage relevant authorities and bodies to fast-track the 

process of environmental remediation and ecosystem 

restoration in impacted communities.

We will engage with International Oil Companies (IOC) and 

regulatory agencies of the Federal Government to ensure that 

all legacy issues pertaining to the environment are sorted out 

before divestment.

We will, in partnership with the pipeline communities, and 

security agencies tackle the menace of pipeline vandalization 

and illegal refining and the attendant pollution it causes in our 

communities. 

We will promote the establishment of modular refineries in 

each of the three senatorial zones. 

Taking into cognizance the changing trends locally and 

internationally in the oil and Gas industry, we will set up an "Oil 

and Gas Technical Task Force Team" made up of people with 

diverse experiences in the industry, with responsibility to guide 

the State’s response to all emerging issues in the industry as 

they relate to investment, divestment, technology transfer etc.

We will explore the adoption of renew able energy as a viable 

solution to complement domestic and commercial supply of 

electricity. 

4
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Our administration will invest in Science, Technology and 

Innovation (STI) which are very essential for economic 

development and social progress.

We will acquire appropriate technology infrastructure, in 

both quality and quantity, to tackle the developmental 

challenges of the State; including achieving food security 

through sustainable agricultural systems and promoting 

good health and access to essential drugs.

We will invest in STI to facilitate industrialization and 

increase productivity, in order to create wealth and 

employment opportunities for the State.

We will develop a Technology Corridor for hydrocarbon 

processing in the State.

We will target technology innovation through Public-

Private Partnerships, emphasizing on Research and 

Development and technology transfer to the well-

educated and technology-driven workforce which our 

education sector reforms aim to produce. 

4
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Science, Technology & Innovation
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We will establish a Rivers State Technology Enterprise 

Centre (RIVSTEC), near the Rivers State University to 

serve as a professional education and consultancy 

outfit.

We will give incentives to encourage and attract local 

and foreign entrepreneurs to invest in the acquisition 

of new and innovative technologies and establishment 

of STI companies in the State.

We will encourage new forms of STI focusing on 

poverty reduction, inclusive wealth and environmental 

sustainability.

We will create a Technology Hub where a high density 

of tech-companies will cluster together and become 

part of the economic infrastructure to fast-track 

development of the State. 
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Urbanization
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We will reduce urban migration by ensuring that 

infrastructure and amenities needed for decent living are 

made available and affordable in all parts of the State.

We will establish government’s presence in major towns 

outside of the Port Harcourt metropolis in order to attract 

economic development to those cities. This will drive the 

decentralization of businesses from the city to the 

surrounding towns and improve rural-urban 

connectivity.

We will create clusters of small-scale industries in the 

surrounding towns to attract people to these new centres 

of development.

We will review the Rivers State Physical Planning Law to 

accommodate new planning paradigms and  emergent 

realities in the management and control of development 

with in the State.

We will eliminate political interference in urban 

management, especially in the appointment of cronies as 

administrators of planning agencies and their flagrant 

disregard for planning regulations. 

5
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Urbanization
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We will collaborate with Local Government Councils 

and other governmental bodies to construct low-cost 

housing across the LGAs of the State.

We will promote the development of new towns (like 

the Greater Port Harcourt City), estates and mass 

housing projects in our efforts towards urban 

regeneration.

To make Port Harcourt and environs clean and bring 

back its lost glory as “Garden City”, we will create public-

private partnerships to provide waste disposal services 

and incorporate tree planting as key element of urban 

planning.

We will re-christen the Environmental Sanitation 

Authority as Rivers State Environmental Sanitation and 

Waste Management Agency (RSESWMA) and empower 

it to better cope with the challenges of keeping our 

environment clean. 
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Culture, Tourism & Creative Industry 
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Arts and culture is a big part of traditional Rivers State 

with every community blessed with something unique 

they can showcase and celebrate, often dating back 

centuries. We will increase avenues to showcase our 

distinct, diverse and rich Rivers culture and tradition.

We will build appropriate facilities for our creative 

industry.

We will create water theme parks for our children and 

youths by utilizing our prominent natural resource. 

Moreover, we are blessed with beautiful coastal and 

water bodies with enormous tourism value to boost 

economic development.

In order to make our State a major tourism destination in 

Nigeria and Africa, we will also develop our water fronts 

by providing recreational facilities and encouraging 

private investment in tourism infrastructure. 
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Culture, Tourism & Creative Industry 

We will collaborate with the private sector to 

resuscitate “CARNIRIV” Port Harcourt Carnival and 

support the“SEKI”dance performance, being cultural 

activities with high tourism value.

We will collaborate with top tourism institutions and 

hospitality industry practitioners to make Rivers 

State an attractive destination for business tourism. 

We will partner with the private sector to expand 

economic opportunities in the entertainment and 

creative industry to unleash the potentials of Rivers 

youths, some of whom are already making waves in 

music and Nollywood. 
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Sports & Recreation 

We will enhance funding and management of sports 

and sporting facilities development, both as a means 

of creating employment and of channelling the 

energies of our youth toward healthy pursuits.

We will sustain the integration of schools sports 

programmes with national and international 

competitions to harness our abundant sporting 

talents.

We will host sports festivals and ensure that sporting 

activities of different kinds are conducted across the 

different LGAs to enable talent discovery.

We will collaborate with Local Government Councils, 

other governmental bodies and private sector entities 

to build sporting facilities and recreation centres 

across the LGAs of the State, to promote physical 

fitness and sports as an entertainment. 
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Gender Inclusivity 
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Our administration will take multi-pronged strategies, 

including legislative and affirmative action, to 

eliminate discrimination of women in the workplace, 

promote gender equity in the socio-economic and 

political environment and increase the participation of 

women in decision-making, politics and leadership.

We will engage with religious, traditional and 

community leaders for the purpose of taking 

legislative action to abolish all harmful and 

discriminatory cultural practices against women, 

eliminate gender-based violence and prohibit child 

marriage.

We will strengthen maternal healthcare and all issues 

relating to women’s health.

We will give special attention to the education of 

women and the girl-child.

We will make special interventions, including grants 

and credit schemes, to support the businesses of 

urban and rural women, especially in the informal 

sector of the State economy. 
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Our administration will uphold the sanctity of the rule of 

law. We will do so by ensuring equality of all citizens and 

institutions before the law; respecting citizens’ rights 

and upholding their dignity; and avoiding arbitrariness 

in all our actions and undertakings. 

We will respect and promote the independence and 

fiscal autonomy of the judiciary. This will empower the 

judiciary to carry out its constitutional duties without 

interference, fear or favour. 

We will support the National Judicial Commission and 

other relevant bodies to discipline judicial officers who 

are found culpable of corrupt practices.

We will ensure that the legal obligations of the State are 

met.

We will, through the Ministry of Justice, carry out law 

reforms, harmonize the State laws and prevent 

multiplicity of laws, e.g. in the areas of taxation and 

property, in order to facilitate business and investment.

We will institute a rules-based system that will compel 

adherence to legal and administrative processes and 

procedures in carrying out the activities of governance. 

6
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Judiciary & Rule of Law

10

We will support the judiciary to guarantee legal 

certainty, determine disputes judiciously and protect 

the rights and liberties of all, including vulnerable and 

disadvantaged individuals and groups.

We will, through the Ministry of Justice, always clarify 

the constitutional roles and duties of the various tiers 

of government, while emphasizing adherence to the 

doctrine of separation of powers.

We will support the capacity building of Law Officers 

through attendance of conferences, seminars and 

training programmes.

We will stand firmly for judicial discipline and support 

actions and procedures which will ensure that only 

the best professionals, both in terms of learning and 

integrity, are selected as judicial officers. 
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The Civil Service
Our administration will reinvigorate the civil service and mold 

it into a respectable, dynamic and knowledge-based 

institution with a workforce that is disciplined and motivated 

to support government to implement its development 

agenda for the State.

We will restore workers’ dignity by renovating and 

rehabilitating the State Secretariat Complex into a befitting 

place where workers can do their work in reasonable comfort.

We will place a high premium on workers’ welfare and will 

synergize with their representatives to ensure that decisions 

affecting them are implemented in the best interest of the 

workers and the State. 

We will ensure that workers’ salaries and allowances are 

promptly paid.

We will ensure that workers’ promotions and salary increases 

are effected without delay, and that all benefits to be 

dispensed to workers are based strictly on merit without 

regard to personal relationships, fraternal ties and political 

affiliations.

We will train and re-train civil servants for efficient service 

delivery and improved productivity. 

We will ensure that the pensions and gratuities of retired 

workers are paid without delay. 

4
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Persons with Special Needs
1

2

3

4

5
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Our administration will support special needs schools in 

the State and strengthen the law on disabilities.

Protect persons with disabilities from all forms of 

discrimination, inhuman treatment and harmful 

practices;

Ensure their protection from all forms of discrimination 

in employment; 

Ensure the inclusion and participation of persons with 

disabilities in the development of the State, through 

appointment into leadership policy-making positions;

Ensure that accessibility barriers are removed and 

mobility ensured in all public buildings; 

Ensure that public transport services and facilities are 

accessible to persons with disabilities; 

Guarantee their rights and privileges to education, 

healthcare, priority in accommodation and 

emergencies.

Our administration will reserve at least 5% of 

employment opportunities for persons with disabilities. 



“It is not the money that delivers development: it is the policies 
that bring good return to that investment, in addition

to delivery capacity”.

-Donald Kaberuka, Rwandan Economist & 
President of African Development Bank

2005-2015
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